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Figure 1. Two alternative discontinuous distributions differing in the number of discontinuities detected and, theoretically, the number of scales reflected. The elements of the system (for example, animal body masses or city  sizes) have been ranked according to size (y-axis) and are shown as dark circles. Size is given along the x-axis. The shaded bars below the x-axis show aggregations; these are separated by pronounced discontinuities in the distribution.
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